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liked the general policy of the government, and took
this means of showing their discontent.

The general elections for the National Council
took place in the following October. It would be
only natural to expect that the people, who had so
energetically disclaimed the policy of the majority
of the Federal Assembly, would disavow their re-
presentatives as they had their politics, and would
confide tlie power to other hands when they had the
chance. But nothing of the sort happened, and a
Radical majority almost as large as that of 1881 was
returned to the National Council. The people may
perhaps have thought that the lesson of the nth of
May was sufficient, and that it would produce the
desired result. It is impossible to say what the
reason was, but this is by no means the only case
in which, the Swiss electorate have rejected Radical
laws and, to the general astonishment, have never-
theless soon afterwards re-elected the very deputies
who passed these laws.1

I have made many inquiries among political men
in Switzerland in order to solve the enigma. I was
told by one that when the elector is confronted with
the text of a law, he does not think of the legislator
who is behind it, but concentrates his attention on
the law itself. When he has a ballot-paper before
him, then he will vote according to his personal pre-
ferences and sympathies, and, in considering the good
or bad qualities of the man, he forgets all about the
legislator and his past history. " It would be very-
foolish for us to excite ourselves about elections as
you do In Belgium," said another. tf It makes no great
1 [See also the last elections in October 1896, in Preface.]